China children's troupe to ring in Year of the Ox
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Ready for the Year of the Ox? 

The ox, one of 12 animals in the Chinese Zodiac, symbolizes calm, hard work, resolve and tenacity.  Come celebrate the Chinese New Year with "A Touch of China" on Friday at the University of Redlands' Memorial Chapel. 

The Year of the Ox will be greeted with a spectacular performance of music, song and dance by the China Children's Art Troupe of Friendship.  In addition to the Children's Art Troupe, Riverside's North High School Wind Symphony and other Inland Empire artists will perform, according to Jinwu Ma, vice principal of Huaxia (wah-shah) Chinese School in Riverside, co-sponsor of the event along with the University of Redlands. "This is the first time the Children's Art Troupe has performed in the Inland Empire and we're thrilled to have them," Ma said. "They're lovely kids."  

Tina Tian, Huaxia principal and organizer of the event, said the young performers are "incredible."  "They are a consummate troupe of entertainers, trained from a very young age at one of the largest performing arts schools in China," she said. "The locals are superb as well." 

"The entire evening will be filled with spectacular entertainment," Tian said.  The group of 21 children, ages 9-11, are from Tianjin, China, where they attend the Cathay Future Children's Art Center.  The Cathay Future Art Center school offers studies in music, dance, performance, sports and international communication.

The school has trained young performers since 1995.  The China Children's Art Troupe of Friendship has performed in more than 60 countries and on this return trip to the United States and Canada perform in Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, the Inland Empire and Vancouver, Canada.  "This visit of the China Children's Art Troupe is a significant educational and cultural exchange," said Tian, adding that their performances exemplify the Chinese culture of music, dance, customs and traditions of the people of China. 

"Likewise, our local performers also reflect the musical style, attitude and cultural traditions of the American people - as expressed in ballet, jazz and hip-hop from Dance Spectrum Ensemble, and up-tempo, classical musical renditions from the North High School Wind Symphony." 

The evening also includes raffle prizes, Tian said.  Proceeds from the concert will benefit the nonprofit Huaxia School and the North High School Band, which in April is planning a 10-day visit to Jiangmen, China, Riverside's sister city.





















































